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The  Newest  Thing 
in  “A.  B.  C.’s” 


LET  us  all  go  to  school  and  learn  the  newest  alphabet 
which  can  be  mastered  by  the  intelligent  adult  in  a 
few  hours  and  by  the  illiterate  rustic  in  a few  days! 
Where,  oh,  where  shall  we  find  this  alphabet?  The  United 
States  expects  to  lead  the  world  in  novelties,  but  hoary  old 
China  possesses  the  newest  of  all  alphabets.  Missionaries 
and  educators,  friends  of  the  Chinese  people,  have  been  seeking 
some  way  to  make  literacy  possible  to  the  masses  of  the  new 
republic.  To  their  great  joy,  China  has  now  authorized  an 
alphabet  on  a phonetic  basis  which,  through  the  use  of  only 
thirty-nine  characters  can  express  all  the  sounds  of  their 
language.  At  last  the  villager  or  ignorant  peasant,  who  could 
not  afford  to  give  to  study  the  long  years  required  for  memo- 
rizing the  thousands  of  characters  which  are  necessary  to 
enable  him  to  read  even  a simple  book,  may  in  a few  weeks 
acquire  the  knowledge  which  will  enable  him  to  read  any  book 
prepared  in  the  new  alphabet. 


The  heroic  work  which  has  been 
put  into  the  producing  of  this  new 
alphabet  has  reduced  the  labor  of 
learning  to  read  for  the  Chinese  at 
least  a thousand  per  cent. 

Possibly  nothing  that  the  mission- 
aries have  done  in  the  many  enter- 
prises which  they  have  undertaken 
for  the  elevation  of  the  Chinese 
people  surpasses  in  its  value  the 
efforts  that  they  have  made  to  secure 
such  a phonetic  alphabet  in  which 
Christian  literature  can  be  presented 
to  the  millions  of  illiterates.  A 
loud  call  comes  to  us  now  to  pro- 
vide in  this  new  text  wholesome 
literature  in  order  that  the  masses 
of  this  republic  shall  learn  true 
democracy,  democracy  on  a Chris- 
tian basis.  How  else  shall  the 
millions  of  Chinese  be  prepared  for 
self-rule? 

Dr.  C.  H.  Patton,  Chairman  of 
the  American  section  of  the  Com- 
mittee urges  that  three  considera- 
tions be  kept  in  mind  pointing  to 
the  extension  of  the  literature  move- 
ment as  the  next  step  in  Christian 
strategy. 

First:  The  world  is  awake  and 
eager  to  learn  the  lessons  of  the 
great  war. 

Second:  Along  the  new  political 
and  economic  aspirations  there  has 
come  a new  heart  hunger  to  the 
nations.  Their  religions  have  not 
stood  the  test  of  modern  conditions. 
In  many  lands,  notably  China,  we 
see  a reaching  out  for  the  secret  of 
vital  Christianity.  Multitudes  who 
have  never  attended  the  mission 
chapel  are  in  the  mood  to  read  the 
well  written  book  in  which  the 
truths  of  our  religion  are  set  forth. 
Synchronizing  with  the  situation  is 
a rapid  increase  in  the  reading 
public  and  a particularly  encourag- 
ing sign  is  the  growing  literacy  of 
women.  It  is  now  time  to  reach 
mothers  in  the  homes  by  means  of 
books,  magazines,  and  leaflets. 

Third:  Back  of  all  this  is  the 
ineradicable  respect  for  the  book 


The  furthering  of  our  Christian 
literature  is  a matter  of  utmost 
urgency.  We  are  farther  behind  in 
this  department  of  effort  than  in 
any  other.  Work  is  being  held 
back  for  the  lack  of  adequate  lit- 
erature. The  Christian  Literature 
Committee  on  the  field  stands  ready 
to  serve  us,  and  special  attention  is 
being  given  to  the  needs  of  the 
women,  and  children,  for  the  truths 
presented  in  picture  books,  stories, 
magazines,  treatises  on  domestic 
economy  and  the  care  of  children 
as  well  as  those  works  dealing  with 
the  devotional  life  and  building  of 
character. 

While  there  will  always  be  a need 
for  Christian  literature  in  the  classic 
character  dear  to  the  heart  of  every 
scholar,  an  immediate  call  comes  for 
wholesome  works  in  the  new  alpha- 
bet, which  will  then  be  accessible 
to  the  millions  instead  of  the  few 
favored  thousands.  We  are  asked 
for  a generous  budget  to  provide 
publications  for  women  and  children. 
Simple  things  are  required,  like  the 
prayer  chart  prepared  by  Miss  Dyer 
to  teach  the  humble  women  how  to 
pray.  The  work  of  the  Chinese 
artist  illustrates  the  opportunity 
when  the  house  mother  opens  the 
door  of  the  house  in  the  morning, 
to  teach  her  then  to  ask  that  the 
door  of  her  heart  may  be  opened 
to  the  entrance  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
The  clean  clothes  being  hung  on  the 
line  aid  her  to  remember  that  the 
blood  of  Jesus  Christ  makes  white 
as  snow;  the  watering  of  the  thirsty 
plant  reminds  her  that  the  truth 
of  God  satisfies  the  thirst  of  the  soul; 
the  sweeping  of  the  floor  is  accom- 
panied with  a prayer  that  all  evil 
be  taken  out  of  her  life;  the  lighting 
of  the  lamp  is  accompanied  with 
the  prayer  for  a light  of  truth;  the 
water  being  drawn  from  the  well 
aids  her  to  remember  her  petition 
for  the  water  of  life,  and  the  cooking 
of  her  food  that  she  may  ask  for  the 
bread  that  feeds  her  soul.  This 
effective  teaching  now  illustrated 


in  the  characters  needs  to  be  given 
to  the  humble  home  in  the  phonetic 
alphabet. 

At  a recent  public  meeting  of  the 
Committee  on  Christian  Literature 
the  need  was  mentioned  for  the 
publication  of  a Life  of  Christ  in 
the  Chinese  character,  and  the 
statement  was  made  that  it  could  be 
done  for  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars.  At  the  close  of 
the  meeting  a lady  came  forward 
and  said  she  would  like  the  privilege 
of  paying  for  this,  and  producing 
her  check  book  she  wrote  a check 
for  the  amount,  saying  she  did  not 
wish  to  wait  even  till  she  got  home 
for  fear  she  might  die  before  having 
had  the  joy  of  doing  the  thing!  A 
similar  Life  of  Christ  suited  for  chil- 
dren and  illiterate  women  is  needed 
in  the  phonetic  alphabet.  Take 
the  chance  lest  you  miss  the  joy. 

The  new  phonetic  gives  us  the 
opportunity  to  place  in  the  hands 
of  the  missionaries  keen  tools  for 
the  carving  of  the  things  of  the 
kingdom.  Who,  in  these  days,  can 
read  her  treasured  books  without 
a thought  of  sharing?  “If  I have 
eaten  my  morsel  alone”  may  well 
apply  to  the  feast  spread  before  our 
minds  each  day  in  such  abundance. 

“A.B.C.” — Yes,  we  are  glad  we 
know  you  as  magic  keys  to  the 
storehouse  of  wisdom  and  joy.  We 
will  help  unlock  the  treasures  of  the  Heavenly  Kingdom  for  our  sisters 
in  vast  China! 


This  leaflet  may  be  obtained  for  free  distribution  from 
MISS  M.  H.  LEAVIS,  WEST  MEDFORD,  MASS. 

or  from 

THE  COMMITTEE  ON  CHRISTIAN  LITERATURE 
FOR  WOMEN  AND  CHILDREN  IN  MISSION  FIELDS 
Miss  Alice  M.  Kyle,  Chairman  and  Treasurer 
Room 503, 14  Beacon Stbeet,  Boston,  Mass. 


